
How do we talk about the content of 
a media text?

Are there any special words to use?

Describing Media Texts.....

Meet Mr. Saussure



Semiotics..... 
(Ferdinand de Saussure 1857-1913)

How do we interpret media texts?

Signification
(the study of signs)



Visual images

Acoustic images

All images (signs) have two parts :

1.  individual elements : signifiers
2.  their meanings : signified



What about these signs?

signifiers?
signified?



Making a list of the signifiers = denotation

Saying what the signifiers might mean = 
connotation

Important concepts ....



Denotation? Connotation?

Try these .....









Signification is not an accident!

Editors, producers, designers, advertisers, 
directors spend a lot of time 
CONSTRUCTING the effect they want.

They ENCODE their messages......

The audience has to DECODE them......

Choose an image from a magazine ... try it! 





OBVIOUS .....

Print images do not move!

You have time to study them and to look at them 
again ....

DIFFICULT .....

Moving image texts can cause us more problems 
.....

Try these TV clips .....

Try analysing this





Where do you start?

It is important to have a structure for your 
thinking....

The signifiers can be grouped into families ...

visual
vocal
musical
sounds
print

Have a look at the 
openening sequences 
and see if you can 
choose two of the 
families and write a
sentence for each....



Visual signifiers .....

 ... plenty to choose from ....

people
locations
objects
dress
camera shots & movements
editing
lighting
effects
graphics

Choose two of the 
categories on the left and
write a sentence about 
each.............



Vocal signifiers ....
Voices have many important qualities :

volume
accent
tone
speed

pitch
words

... and sometimes the microphone/processing 
can change the sound of the voice

Have a liten to these
examples and see if you
can comment on at least
two different categories.

                           



Musical signifiers ....

Music is a vital signifier for creating mood in a 
text.

It can be a music bed ... or foreground
It can be different tempos ....
It can be diegetic or non-diegetic ..
It can be incidental ....

Is the music in this clip diegetic
or non-diegetic.



Sounds ....

These are important signifiers in any audio-visual 
text.

ambience
actuality
sound effects
silence

Can you pick out any of the above in 
this clip? How and why are they used?



Print signifiers ...
When you analyse anything in print ... consider ...

•size and angle of the image
•colour
•what is actually in the image (people, location etc...)
•the copy (writing) - font style and words.
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